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February 9, 1900 274 

members of the same family became infected about one week ago. The 
cases were placed in the pesthouse and the exposed persons placed in 
quarantine, and all places and things disinfected. It is not believed 
that any new cases will occur. 

Eespectfuily, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Status of smallpox in Washington, D. 0. 

Washington, D. C, January 27, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to state that since my letter of the 23d instant 
there have been reported 2 new cases of smallpox — one on the 24th and 
the other to-day. There were, therefore, at 3 o'clock p. m., this day, 
4 cases of smallpox in this District, all confined at the hospital. 
Eespectfuily, H. C. McLean, 

Deputy Health Officer. 

Washington, D. C, February 2, 1900. 
Sie : I have the honor to report the occurrence in this District on the 
29th ultimo of an additional case of smallpox. On the 31st ultimo 1 
patient was discharged cured from the smallpox hospital. There were, 
therefore, in this District at 4 o'clock to-day, 4 cases, all confined in the 
hospital. 

Eespectfuily, H. C. McLean, 

Deputy Health Officer. 

Smallpox in Clay County, Ind. 

Indianapolis, Ind., January 28, 1900. 

Sir: In reply to your circular letter "G. T. V." of January 25, it 
would be impossible to give you the number of cases of smallpox in Clay 
County without taking a regular census. The disease has been epi- 
demic there since last November, the physicians calling it chicken pox. 
An accidental telegram from a correspondent in that part of the 
country disclosed the state of affairs, for he described smallpox per- 
fectly. It was this that led the State health officer to investigate the 
situation. In that county and adjoining counties, one may meet every- 
where people in all stages of the disease, going and coming as if per- 
fectly well. Severe cases, of course, have to remain at home and in bed. 
We have 1 hemorrhagic case near Clay City, reported Saturday, Jan- 
uary 27 ; also several cases of confluent and many semiconfluent cases. 
We have practitioners in this State who still cling to the statement that 
the disease is chicken pox, after the fullest information has been 
accorded them. As there is no law by which their public assertions 
may be stopped, we are so far helpless. 

Eegretting I can not give more satisfactory information, I am, 
Eespectfuily, J. N. Hurty, 

Secretary State Board of Health. 

Smallpox in Shreveport, La. 

Shreveport, La., January 25, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report as follows (report to and including 
January 24) : 

Number of smallpox cases remaining under treatment last report to 
January 17, 32 ; admitted since last report, 32 ; total to be accounted 



